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Foreword

This year, PolicyWISE has strengthened its unique role as a cross-nation policy research and knowledge
exchange initiative. Thanks to the generous support of Dangoor Education, we've expanded our reach,
deepened our impact, and continued building the foundations for a more connected,
evidence-informed policymaking landscape across the UK and Ireland.

We are guided by two clear strategic goals:

« Our delivery goal is to ensure that comparative research and analysis is recognised as improving
public policymaking across the UK and Ireland.

«  Our growth goal is for PolicyWISE, in partnership with The Open University, to be recognised as the UK's
Centre of Expertise for comparative policy research, analysis, and knowledge exchange.

Together, these goals reflect our ambition to not only support better policy today — but to shape how it is
developed, understood, and shared for years to come.

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of the PolicyWISE team over the last 12 months, we are informing and
improving policymaking through our unique cross-nation policy cluster model, direct training of civil
servants, and comparative research projects. We are increasingly recognised as the experts for cross-
nation and comparative policy work through successful research funding applications, knowledge
exchange and training commissions, and strategic partnerships with leading academic and policy
institutions.

We have built the foundations to grow and deliver over the coming period, where the need for
comparative and cross-nation policy learning and analysis will be even greater.

Dewi Knight
Director

I'm really pleased to support the work of PolicyWISE as a key initiative
A within The Open University.

' 6 Having already delivered high-impact outputs, forged strategic partnerships,

' and built capacity across the UK and Ireland; the next phase will focus on
delivering timely, high-quality insights, expanding strategic partnerships, and
becoming the leading voice in cross-nation policy research collaboration with
the aim to be internationally recognised as the gold standard for comparative
policy expertise.

The Open University must continue to draw strength from our UK-wide reach and impact, shaping
local and national agendas, and | hope to see PolicyWISE continue to build its track record of
success in doing just that.

L5 v

Professor David Phoenix
Vice-Chancellor
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PolicyWISE Achievements 2024-2025

Throughout 2024-25, PolicyWISE has delivered high-impact, insight-led activity across all four UK nations
and Ireland - connecting research, policy, and practice.

Our trusted partnerships, inclusive learning approach, and accessible outputs continue to support better-
informed, more collaborative policymaking, whilst building the research community’s comparative policy
research capacity and capability.

We hope that the highlights below demonstrate the impact made by the PolicyWISE team this year, which
we are pleased to share have gone far beyond what we originally set out to achieve.

This government will facilitate It's been great to see PolicyWISE’s evolution and growth
closer collaboration and sharing over the last year. It continues to prioritise research and
of best practice, reflecting many analysis which addresses the structural and practical
of the key points from your barriers to cross-government policy learning and
(PolicyWISE) recent findings on knowledge.

inter-governmental relations. . . .
The work on intergovernmental relations and the Council

" of the Nations and Regions in particular offered not only
Rt Hon Pat McFadden MP an assessment of the existing challenges but sought to
Former Chancellor of the Duchy help our governments work better together on issues of
of Lancaster & Minister for shared interest.

Intergovernmental Relations, UK . .. "
Government Senior Civil Servant, Scotland
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At a Glance

- 10 ‘Wise in 5’ briefings published (or updated and republished), mapping government policy
and practice across topics including language education for refugees and migrants, housing
decarbonisation, and voting age. Briefings have been referenced in national blogs, our work
mentioned in news articles and hosted on global platforms like UNESCO.

« 678 participants trained across 22 PolicyWISE sessions — from PhD students to senior civil servants —
building skills in evidence use and policy engagement and strengthening the collaboration between
policy and research.

.+ Generated tens of thousands of pounds in income in 2024/25, through a mix of sponsorship,
commissioned training, and advisory services.

+ Strategic partnerships established with UKRI's Future Leaders Fellows Development Network, the
Heywood Fellowship (University of Oxford & UK Cabinet Office), and the Bennett Institute for Public
Policy. The research is influencing operational reviews and governments’ consideration of the Council
of Nations and Regions (and inter-governmental structures more broadly).

« Cross-nation comparative analysis on Active Travel delivered in collaboration with Cardiff University
— the Cross-Nation Active Travel Report (August 2025) adds unique four-nations insight and will
be disseminated in autumn 2025 and is a direct output of our unique cross-nation policy cluster
programme.

« Expanded thematic reach into priority areas such as decarbonisation, Al, and democratic
engagement — anticipating and aligning with current policy challenges and broadening relevance.

« Landmark report on intergovernmental relations, A More Collaborative Way of Governing? Why the
UK’s Council of the Nations and Regions Matters — co-authored by Dr Alex Walker, Prof Michael Kenny,
and Dewi Knight. Produced jointly by PolicyWISE and the Bennett Institute for Public Policy, it offers the
first major examination of the UK Government'’s flagship intergovernmental initiative and is directly
influencing government practice and planning.

« Successful major research bids:

1. RAI UK Responsible Al (OU led), supporting public understanding and ethical use of Al in the legal
sector.

2. ESRC Research Capability hub (Oct 2025), a transformative five-year initiative to scale and
personalise research skills development across the UK, as the national hub for social science skills
training and capacity building.

« Featured contributor to key national platforms:
1. Published on UNESCO's official website via a WISE in 5 by an OU PhD student.
Listed in the CAPE report as a core resource for knowledge mobilisers.

Referenced in Informed Scotland for contributions to learning and skills.

Ea

Times Higher Education on cross-nation policy and politics.
5. BBC News & Online on issues such as misogyny in schools and higher education funding.

+ High-level engagement with UK governance structures, including delivering sessions to both UK
Parliament and Senedd Cymru clerks/researchers and delivery of Devolution Learning Week (UK-wide
civil service) sessions.

« Thought leadership amplified through events and media, including keynote and panel contributions
across the UK and an article in The Conversation on multilingual integration.

« Recognition and credibility: Shortlisted for the ‘Outstanding Knowledge Exchange’ category at the OU's
Research Excellence Awards 2024 — a testament to the strategic value of our approach.

- Consistent external engagement: Publication of a monthly PolicyWISE newsletter ‘The Bridge’,
providing a regular platform to showcase not only our work, but also to elevate OU researchers and
wider insights from across the policy—-research landscape.


https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://theconversation.com/starmer-says-migrants-should-speak-english-but-all-of-the-uks-languages-are-important-for-integration-255286
https://www.flfdevnet.com
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/fellowship/heywood-fellowship
https://www.bennettschool.cam.ac.uk
https://www.bennettschool.cam.ac.uk
https://www.policywise.org.uk/reports
https://www.policywise.org.uk/reports
https://rai.ac.uk
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/research-skills-strategic-leadership-hub/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/research-skills-strategic-leadership-hub/
https://www.geodiversityday.org/post/open-university-release-policy-brief-on-igd
https://www.cape.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Hidden-Talents-Core-Competencies-of-Knowledge-Mobilisers-Working-in-Public-Policy.pdf
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/university-leaders-urged-engage-reform-ahead-elections
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dewi-knight-94394a69_vawg-activity-7318914571702857728-F1sP/
https://devolution-and-you.orcula.co.uk/home
https://preview.mailerlite.com/d8r0u7v2x5/2784181129823914824/p5l9/
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Key Milestones and Activities
Mapping PolicyWISE Engagement and Impact 2024/25
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Training Delivery
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Comparative Knowledge Sharing

‘Wise in b’ Series

PolicyWISE

The Open
ity

o o
.

Wise in 5: Housing

Wise in 5 is a snapshot comparative guide to a public policy issue across

the nations of the UK and Ireland. It helps you be PolicyWISE (Wales,

Ireland, Scotland, England) in 5 (it takes just five minutes to read).

This briefing was published April 2025. It includes a summary of the latest

policy developments across the nations, as well s related research from

PolicyWISE, The Open University and PolicyWISE's university partners.

PolicyWISE creates neutral and constructive spaces for policy

professionals and academics across the nations to develop relationships,

respect and knowledge. We support and nurture a common culture
of developing and sharing insight, knowledge, ideas and context from
across the nations in a comparative and collaborative way.

‘ PolicyWISE

Universiy

Wise in 5: Palliative and
end of life care

Wise in 5 is a snapshot comparative guide to a public policy issue across
the nations of the UK and Ireland. It helps you be PolicyWISE (Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, England) in 5 (it takes just five minutes to read).

Itincludes a summary of the latest policy developments across
the nations, as well as related research from PolicyWISE, The

Open University and PolicyWISE's university partners.

PolicyWISE creates neutral and constructive spaces for policy
professionals and academics across the nations to develop relationships,

ht, knowledge, ideas and context from
across the nations in a comparative and collaborative way.

University

Wise in 5: Language Education for
Refugees and Migrants in the UK
and Ireland

Wise in 5 is a snapshot comparative guide to a public policy issue across
the nations of the UK and Ireland. It helps you be PolicyWISE (Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, England) in 5 (it takes just five minutes to read).

This briefing was published March 2025, It includes a summary of the latest
policy developments across the nations, as well as related research from
PolicyWISE, The Open University and PolicyWISE's university partners.

PolicyWISE creates neutral and constructive spaces for policy
professionals and academics across the nations to develop relationships,
respect and knowledge. We support and nurture a common culture

of developing and sharing insight, knowledge, ideas and context from

across the nations in a comparative and collaborative way.

PolicyWISE = g | PolicyWISE
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Wise in 5: Geodiversity and
Geodiversity Charters

Wise in 5 is a snapshot comparative guide to a public policy issue across
the nations of the UK and Ireland. It helps you be PolicyWISE (Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, England) in 5 (it takes just five minutes to read).

Wise in 5: Voting Age

Wise in 5 is a snapshot comparative guide to a public policy issue across
the nations of the UK and Ireland. It helps you be PolicyWISE (Wales,
Ireland, Scotland, England) in 5 (it takes just five minutes to read)

This briefing was published in April 2025. It includes a summary of the latest
policy developments across the nations, as well as related research from

This briefing was published October 2024. It includes a summary of the PolicyWISE, The Open University and PolicyWISE's university partners.
Iatest policy developments across the nations, as well as related research

PolicyWISE creates neutral and constructive spaces for policy
from PolicyWISE, The Open University and PolicyWISE's university partners.

professionals and academics across the nations to develop relationships,
respect and knowledge. We support and nurture a common culture

of developing and sharing insight, knowledge, ideas and context from
across the nations in a comparative and collaborative way.

PolicyWISE creates neutral and constructive spaces for policy
professionals and academics across the nations to develop relationships,
respect and knowledge. We support and nurture a common culture

of developing and sharing insight, knowledge, ideas and context from
across the nations in a comparative and collaborative way.

Over the last 12 months, the team have delivered concise, accessible briefings on policy priorities
including Housing First, Palliative Care, ESOL for Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Geodiversity, and Voting
Age Reform. These briefings have been actively shared across UK governments and parliaments, with an
endorsement from Senedd Cymru. This programme is led by Catherine May, Senior Manager for External
Affairs and Communications.

The format is gaining strong traction within the academic community, with a growing number of Open
University researchers (and from other institutions) engaging with the series. Reflecting this impact,
Professor Erica Borgstrom, Professor of Medical Anthropology, The Open University, commented:


https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_house%20first.pdf
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_Palliative_Care_final.pdf
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_Refugee%20Languages%20-%20final%20ammends_0.pdf
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_Geodiversity.pdf
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_voting%20age_2.pdf
https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_voting%20age_2.pdf
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Working with PolicyWise on understanding the palliative and end of life care policy landscape
across the four nations has been crucial in enabling our research group to contribute to

policy consultations and inform debates in adjacent fields, like assisted dying legislation. This
collaboration has enabled the OU to be recognised as a stronger voice in this field, leveraging our
research expertise to a greater effect than what we’ve managed to do before. "

In recognition of the value and reach of this workstream, PolicyWISE now receives payment for writing and
promoting Wise in 5 briefings, supporting the sustainability of this model. A dedicated author handbook
has been developed to encourage wider academic participation and maintain quality and consistency
across the series.

Roundtables & Reports

The team have completed a series of comparative four-nation roundtables, two were carried out last
year and two this year, with final reporting and dissemination scheduled for autumn 2025. These events,
led by Catherine May, Senior Manager for External Affairs and Communications, continue to foster

trust, deepen intergovernmental understanding, and shape the content and tone of our upcoming
comparative outputs.

A standout event was the Belfast Roundtable, which was cited by participants as a model for progressing
complex, sensitive policy issues. Key themes included:

« Therelevance of Northern Ireland’s context - particularly the legacy of the Troubles - for future policy
design

« The value of civil service devolution literacy across the UK

+ Lessons for regional governance in England based on devolved experience elsewhere.

An excellent example of progressing difficult policy conversations.

Belfast roundtable Attendee "

PolicyWISE reports

Berret intte
for Public Policy

Take Five to Age Well

Policy Brief



https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
https://www.policywise.org.uk/wise-in-5
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Strategic Projects and Partnerships

PolicyWISE's strategic projects are led by Dewi Knight, Director, and focus on building policy capability
through research, improving governance understanding, and increasing the practical impact of research
across the UK and Ireland. These high-profile partnerships demonstrate PolicyWISE's unique value in
connecting academic research with real-world policymaking. Examples of these partnerships include:

UKRI Future Leaders Fellows Development Network:

PolicyWISE was commissioned to design and deliver UK-wide training and the policy engagement
toolkit for this programme. The network supports the development of “world class research & innovation
leaders in academia and business.” The policy toolkit is one of the essential resources that all fellows
are expected to access as a condition of their funding. There are 597 current Future Leaders Fellows. The
team’s work is enhancing the policy literacy, comparative research capability and impact readiness of
the next generation of research leaders.

Collaboration with the Bennett Institute for Public Policy
(cambridge University):

This collaboration produced joint research into the evolving role of intergovernmental structures under
the new UK government. This includes private briefings with the UK Cabinet Office and senior officials
from the governments in Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The work has already been cited in
other significant research, ‘The State of Intergovernmental Relations in England’ and this year's Bingham
Lecture at Balliol College, University of Oxford. The research is influencing operational reviews and
governments’ consideration of the Council of Nations and Regions (and inter-governmental structures
more broadly).

Heywood Fellowship (Blavatnik School of Government, University of Oxford):

The 2024-25 Heywood Fellowship sets out to examine how governments come to a national view

of what really matters over longer time horizons, and how the mechanisms and capabilities of the
state can be marshalled in the ‘practice’ of long-term national strategy. PolicyWISE is leading work on
Place, Devolution, and Multi-level Governance as part of this project. The project will culminate in the
publication of research papers and toolkits for practitioners — directly influencing government practice
(the Heywood Fellow is a Senior Civil Servant).

It has been a collaborator—evidence-driven and committed to finding the right answers rather
than promoting a particular agenda or point of view. We could not have partnered with any other
think tank and got the same quality of outputs.

Senior Civil Servant, UK


https://www.flfdevnet.com/toolkitsdraft/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/media/livacuk/heseltine-institute/documents/the-state-of-intergovernmental-relations-in-England.pdf
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/events/2025/may/27/bingham-lecture-2025
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/events/2025/may/27/bingham-lecture-2025
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/publications/place-thinking-national-strategy-ground
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ESRC Research Capability Hub (launching October 2025):

The Open University has won the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) contract to host

this national hub in a highly competitive process. PolicyWISE is a project co-lead on this ambitious
programme, which aims to enhance the research and engagement skills of social scientists through
scalable, co-created, and personalised training.

On behalf of the University, PolicyWISE secured the policy partnership consortium, drawing on their trusted
relationships and proven four-nations engagement model. Thanks to this unique positioning, the Hub will
bring together UCL, Swansea University, Queen’s University Belfast, and the University of Gothenburg, as
well as key national networks including the UKRI Future Leaders Fellows Development Network, SOLAR, and
the Social Partnership Networks.

Led by The Open University’s Institute of Education Technology and supported by PolicyWISE’'s convening
expertise and training delivery experience, the Hub will combine technological innovation with
comparative, multi-jurisdiction engagement to deliver inclusive and impactful capacity-building across
the UK and beyond.

It's been fantastic to work with PolicyWISE as a core partner in our successful bid to host the ESRCs
UK-wide Research Capability Hub, worth £4.8m.

PolicyWISE brings unique expertise and experience of four-nations working, policy & partner
engagement, and research capability training. This will be vital to the implementation of The

OU and ESRC’s new vision for skills development, across the UK, to support social scientists at all
stages of their careers. Working with us at the Institute of Educational Technology and our pan-UK
and international partners, PolicyWISE will help deliver this transformative initiative over the next
five years, reaching thousands of social scientists.

They are a huge asset to the Hub, to the OU, and to the wider policy research development
community.

Professor Bart Rientes
Director of the Institute of Educational Technology, The Open University

Responsible Al Project:

PolicyWISE supported a successful bid led by OU academics Dr Francine Ryan (Senior Lecturer in Law)
and Dr Liz Hardie (Director of the Scholarship Centre for Innovation in Online Learning) to Responsible Al to
improve public and professional understanding of Al in legal settings. Outputs will include:

1. Public education resources
2. Ethical integration guidance for small and medium-sized law firms
3. Open educational materials to support responsible Al use in legal education and practice

To further enhance reach and accessibility, PolicyWISE has also published a dedicated WISE in 5
briefing on Responsible Al in Legal Contexts, helping to distil insights for policymakers, educators, and
practitioners across the UK.

ESRC Research Leaders Network:

This Economic and Research Council (ESRC) network was a UK-wide programme for mid and senior
research leaders to develop leadership capacity and capability. PolicyWISE was commissioned as the
theme lead for ‘Policy Impact and Knowledge Exchange’, hosting and delivering insight and training
sessions. This included Dewi’s popular session, “Confessions of a (former) Special Adviser”, which gave
research leaders an insider perspective on the realities of policy advising and decision-making.


https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/research-skills-strategic-leadership-hub/
https://rai.ac.uk
https://www.esrcleaders.co.uk
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Cross-Nation Policy Clusters

Developed by Dr Eira Jepson, PolicyWISE Research Associate, PolicyWISE convenes and supports cross-
jurisdictional clusters to tackle shared policy challenges through structured collaboration. Each cluster
brings together officials, researchers, and stakeholders from across nations and administrations to
exchange knowledge, build trust, and shape evidence-informed policy.

This collaborative cluster model was designed and tested by PolicyWISE and is unique to this team. It
provides a structured, comparative space for dialogue that supports both short-term learning and long-
term positive impact.

Ending Violence Against Women & Girls (VAWG) Cluster:

We've been working behind the scenes to help convene and facilitate policy learning between
officials from across the five jurisdictions of the UK and Ireland on this important societal challenge.
We are working towards more public facing outputs soon, strengthening cross-border responses and
coordination on this issue.

Active Travel Cluster:

Following consultation with officials from the different governments, an Active Travel Cluster was
convened in 2024. As part of this process, participants co-developed policy research questions to help
identify shared priorities and challenges. This led to a mapping exercise of the data and indicators
currently used to monitor Active Travel across administrations. The subsequent report (in partnership
with Cardiff University) offers detailed insight into policy and practice and will be published and widely
disseminated in autumn 2025. A supporting WISE in 5 briefing has also been developed to provide a clear,
accessible summary for policymakers and practitioners.


https://www.policywise.org.uk/sites/www.policywise.org.uk/files/Wise_In_Five_active%20travel%20final.pdf

=1
-II

Dewi delivering the keynote address at the AHEP annual UK conference in Glasgow

a
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Training and Capacity Building

Strengthening the skills and confidence of individuals and organisations to engage with policy — and
appreciate differences and divergences across nations - is central to PolicyWISE’'s mission. Over the past
year, the team have delivered a diverse programme of training for external and OU audiences — from
postgraduate researchers to senior civil servants — focused on navigating the complexities of policy
development across the UK and Ireland.

Whether supporting academic-policy interface or deepening understanding of four-nations governance,
our workshops are consistently cited as timely, practical, and impactful.

Open University Training Highlights

Training for the OU research community has directly led to Wise in 5 publications, support for policy
publications, and engagement with external research bids.

During the year, 12 sessions were delivered with 210 attendees in total. Key themes included:

+ Mapping the Policy Landscape

«  Writing for Policymakers

« Comparative Research and Engagement Strategies

Participant feedback

A rich set of training and presentations. It's been so helpful. "

This was a highlight of the event and prompted me and indeed many others in attendance to think
about how their work could fit with PolicyWISE’s activities. Future training from PolicyWISE, for both
academics and PGRSs, would be very welcome.

Thank you for an excellent talk. It was ‘top draw’. "

External Training Highlights

Across the year, 468 external attendees received training from PolicyWISE, from senior civil servants to
PhD students, with sessions delivered by PolicyWISE for UKRI, Senedd Cymru, UK Government departments
and Northern Irish research professionals.

Focus areas included:

+ Four Nations Structures & Devolution

+ Relationship between policymaking and evidence

« The language of policy and governance — comparative analysis
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Key training moments:

The following examples highlight the high-impact, collaborative training that PolicyWISE is now able to
deliver, which equips participants with the expertise, confidence, and connections to navigate complex
four-nations governance and address cross-UK policy challenges effectively.

Arts and Humanities Research Council

Arts and Humanities Research Council SWWDTP (South West and Wales Doctoral Training Partnership)
which is a collaborative programme that supports postgraduate research and training.

« Training on four-nations governance and comparative research for 40 AHRC-funded PhD students,
coordinated by the University of Bristol.

Senior Civil Servant Training

25 senior officials participated in a commissioned bespoke session (organised by the UK Cabinet
Office).

« Focused on supporting senior civil service leaders to move from being ‘devolution-aware’ to being
‘devolution-able’.

« Attendees from seven Whitehall departments, plus Scottish Government.
+ Action-learning session on tackling VAWG through sharing knowledge.

- Designed to build confidence in havigating intergovernmental structures, leading teams and
departments to co-operate, and policy engagement pathways.

Devolution Learning Week

« 176 attendees from across the UK civil service.
+ Only time the OU has been commissioned to participate.

+ PolicyWISE delivered two sessions — one on practical research-policy engagement strategies
and mapping tools, and one as part of a panel examining best ‘four nations’ practice in external
organisations (alongside senior BBC and British Council executives).

Participant Feedback

Thanks so much for today’s session - it was brilliant. It has been great working with you. "

Senior Civil Servant Training Attendee, Cabinet Office

The session by PolicyWISE was particularly helpful for breaking down the steps to "
engagement and the mind-mapping tool.

AHRC SWWDTP Attendee, PhD Student

Everyone enjoyed your session and learnt so much. It's so helpful to learn about government
policymaking, and PolicyWISE’s work, the briefings are so relevant and informative for our work.

Civil Servant Training Attendee, Sened Cymru "
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Commercial Training Development

To expand the reach and sustainability of the work of PolicyWISE, the team have taken a major step
into the commercial learning space with the development of their first online training offer for launch in
autumn 2025: Understanding the UK and Ireland Policy Landscape.

This initiative has been led by Carla Williams, PolicyWISE Senior Business Manager, and marks a
key milestone in broadening access to high-quality, four-nations policy education for researchers,
professionals, and organisations across the UK and beyond.

This interactive, self-paced course will provide a structured, accessible introduction to policymaking
across the five jurisdictions of the UK and Ireland. The course will be hosted on OpenLearn Create and
participants will be charged a fee to accessit.

Participants will gain:

+ Aclear understanding of the differences between governments and parliaments

« Practical knowledge of how policy is developed and how devolution works in practice

« Tools for effective engagement with policymakers across jurisdictions

« Guidance on avoiding common missteps in language and institutional framing

Course Features:

+ Mode: Online and self-paced with interactive elements

+ Duration: 60-90 minutes

« Assessment: Quizzes, mapping exercises, applied case studies
+ Certification: Digital badge awarded upon completion

The development and provision of this training will support both capacity building and financial
sustainability, offering a scalable way to extend the PolicyWISE model to new audiences.

Dr Eira Jepson delivering training
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Events and Public Engagement

PolicyWISE has continued to strengthen its profile as a trusted convener and thought leader across
the UK and Ireland. Through a programme of national roundtables, strategic conference contributions,
and high-profile webinars, the team have created spaces for meaningful dialogue between senior
policymakers, researchers, and practitioners, fostering meaningful dialogue on some of the most
complex challenges they face.

Cross Nation Roundtable Series

This year, we have delivered a four-nations roundtable series, with in-person events held in Manchester,
Belfast, Edinburgh, and Cardiff. These events brought together senior civil servants, policymakers,
academics, and civil service leaders from across the nations to examine cross-cutting challenges and
explore opportunities for better collaboration. The speakers included:

« RtHon Mark Drakeford MS, former Welsh First Minister and current Finance Secretary

« John Wrathmell, Group Director, Strategy, Research and Economy, Greater Manchester Combined
Authority

« Ally McAlpine, Chief Statistician, Scottish Government

The events resulted in the following outputs and impact:
+ Four individual roundtable reports have been published.
« A full evaluation of the roundtable series will be published on our website in autumn 2025.

+ Early feedback has been highly positive, with participants describing the events as a valuable
platform for open dialogue.
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Keynotes and Webinars

Through new research, building public understanding and policy development, PolicyWISE hosted and
co-hosted a series of high-profile webinars and masterclasses during the year, aimed at making the
policy system more accessible to researchers and practitioners, while providing insight into the inner
workings of governance.

PolicyWISE Webinar: Council of the Nations Report Launch

The webinar was attended by 96 participants from across policy, academia and civil service and was
held to launch the report ‘A More Collaborative Form of Governance’, featuring Prof Michael Kenny, Dr Alex
Walker and Dewi Knight, which focused on the evolving role of the Council of the Nations and Regions.

Future Leaders Fellows Development Network — Masterclass Series

Delivered in partnership with this UKRI programme, this series (chaired by PolicyWISE) offers early-career
researchers direct insight from policy leaders, highlighting PolicyWISE’s cross-nation links and expertise.
PolicyWISE have already been commissioned for another year, following the completion of the remaining
two masterclasses.

» DewiKnight & Dr Eira Jepson
PolicyWISE

How to map your policy research territory across the UK and building comparative and cross-nation
research capability.

e Prof Tom Crick MBE
Chief Scientific Adviser, DCMS

Spoke on the responsibilities of a government CSA, his personal journey between research and policy,
and how to navigate policymaking environments.

¢ Hannah Johnson
Chief Technical Advisor, Global Partners Governance & INTER PARES (Sept 2025)

Will share insights from parliamentary research and public engagement in both UK and international
contexts.

* Susan Murray
Director, David Hume Institute (Oct 2025)

Will speak on the role of think tanks, how they use academic research, and what it means for policy
development and delivery.

Bennelt Institute
for Public Policy

Three key themes from the report

+ (1) A neaded and potentially significant
innovation

+ (2) Strong case for bringing mayors and
devolved governments together with UK
government in one setting

« (3) Flexibility and give and take on all sides
will be necessary to make work - the Council
needs to be more of a co-production

A screengrab from the
Policyw Webinar: Council of
the Nations Report Launch



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tru34dF5EvQ
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Conferences and Strategic Engagements

PolicyWISE contributed to several high-profile national forums, further strengthening its visibility and
positioning as a bridge between academia and policy:

NESTA PolicyLive! (London)

Dewi is leading a session — with invited partners from the Bennett Institute for Public Policy and the
Heywood Fellowship - on “Resetting intergovernmental relations: what could this mean for cross-nation
learning?”. This is an opportunity to share the lessons from our cross-nation roundtable series, clusters
and inter-governmental relations research. This conference is a major landmark in the UK public policy
calendar — other sessions are led by (e.g.) the IFS, Nicola Sturgeon, Gus O'Donnell, and the Resolution
Foundation.

Association of Higher Education Professionals annual conference (Glasgow)

Dewi was the keynote speaker at this conference, on the theme of “25 years of devolution, a more diverse
and sustainable higher education sector’? Speaking to an audience of around 400, he highlighted that
it's often English policy which diverges and is different, rather than the devolved nations.

UK Association for Public Administration Conference (Belfast)

The annual academic conference of the UK Association for Public Administration. This year’'s theme is the
‘Future of Public Administration” and PolicyWISE will be leading a session on inter-governmental working
and innovation in cross-nation co-operation.

Higher Education Policy Institute Report on ‘Evolution of Devolution’

Dewi authored the Wales essay in this report that marked 25 years of ‘'how higher education policy as
diverged across the four nations of the UK'.

Northern Ireland Research Professionals Network (Belfast)

Dewi delivered a presentation on policy impact and innovation, and the role for comparative research in
devolved policymaking — as well as taking part in a panel discussion.

Festival of Higher Education (London)

Dewi chaired a panel discussion at the UK’s biggest higher education policy conference, bringing
together speakers from the four nations to discuss shared and different challenges post-UK general
election.

US-UK Fulbright Forum (Cardiff)

Dewi presented, and took part in a panel discussion, on UK policy and politics for this year’s cohort of US
Fulbright Scholars studying and teaching in the UK.

Media Contributions

In addition to the blogs and articles already
mentioned, we have contributed to TV,

radio and online coverage of topical issues.
These are often in response to Wise in

5s, newsletter topics or our Comparative
Angle blog. Dewi contributed to BBC items/
programmes on misogyny in schools, higher
education funding and student mobility.



https://www.policylive.org/nesta/332/home
https://ahep.ac.uk/annual-conference-2025-programme/
https://www.ukapa.org.uk/conference/ukapa-2025-conference/
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Evolution-of-Devolution.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/place-practice-long-term-national-strategy-policywise5-nuzle/?trackingId=vb2TwupMqPWTUybkc8EfBg%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/place-practice-long-term-national-strategy-policywise5-nuzle/?trackingId=vb2TwupMqPWTUybkc8EfBg%3D%3D
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Team and Talent Development

The work of PolicyWISE is delivered by a skilled, mission-driven team committed to supporting inclusive,
comparative, and evidence-informed policymaking. In 2024-25, the team continued to invest in talent
development at all levels - from early-career professionals through to senior leadership - while fostering
a team culture that values learning, contribution, and long-term impact.

New Internship Programme

This year marked the successful launch of the PolicyWISE Internship Programme, following a period of
design, piloting, and refinement. The initiative reflects our commitment to building a diverse pipeline of
future research and policy experts across the nations.

« Sixinternship placements were awarded to students and early-career professionals.
« Interns contributed to live projects, comparative briefings, and stakeholder engagement.

« Participants gained core skills in writing for different audiences, policy analysis, and four-nations
engagement.

This programme is now a model for early-career development and is planned to expand in future years.

My internship at PolicyWISE was a brilliant experience. | was trusted with a key project: creating a
commercialisation strategy. This meant | could apply my skills in research | had gathered from
my recent law degree at the Open University to something with a real purpose. It was great to be
involved in everything from analysing the market to designing branding mock-ups and helping
update the ‘WISE in 5s’. With the help and support of the PolicyWISE team | truly felt that my work
was useful and contributed to the team’s mission. More than just learning critical skills for my
future, this internship has been a fantastic insight into the policy world.

Rhydian Davies "
PolicyWISE Intern, April-June 2025

My time with PolicyWISE was invaluable for both my personal development and employability in
the fast-moving world of policy. | quickly gained a strong understanding of how governments,
parliaments, and policymaking work across the UK and Ireland - knowledge which allowed me to
speak confidently in job interviews about current policy issues and institutional structures.

Thanks to the incredible support and varied expertise of the PolicyWISE team, | now feel more
confident in my current workplace to present complex information to expert, non-expert and policy
audiences.

Lucy Adams 4 4

PolicyWISE Intern, September 2024 —January 2025

 Ending Violence
+ Against Women
and Girls

Lucy, Eira and Catherine at the VAWG workshop
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Staffing Updates

Dewi Knight, Director — as well as leading the team and our strategy, has focused on securing and
deepening key partnerships and opportunities which embed PolicyWISE into cross-nation policymaking
and grow our position as comparative research and analysis experts.

Dr Sagun Shrestha joined in July 2025 as a Project-Focused Research Associate, bringing expertise in
education technology and comparative research. Dr Shrestha is leading development of our forthcoming
Nuffield Foundation bid with a focus on Al in Education, working alongside Co-Investigator Professor
Jacqueline Baxter.

Catherine May, Senior External Affairs and Communications Manager, continues to lead on external
affairs and communications activity, including the Wise in 5 programme, four-nations roundtable series,
and webinars. She also launched our new blog, The Comparative Angle, and is studying for a specialist
diploma in public affairs.

Carla Williams, Senior Business Manager, is leading on operations and commercialisation, including
development of our first online training course set to launch in autumn 2025. She continues to progress
her Open Degree, specialising in politics and business administration.

Lee Moore, Project Assistant, leads the production of our newsletter The Bridge and plays a key role in
team coordination and operations. She is currently studying for her OU Law Degree.

Molly Butterworth, Communications Assistant, serves as the creative lead within the team, managing
social mediq, the PolicyWISE website, and all design-related outputs. Her work continues to shape our
digital presence and visual identity. She recently achieved a Merit in Sport and Exercise Psychology in
Action at The Open University.

Dr Eira Jepson, Research Associate and author of our current Research Plan and designer of the cluster
model, began maternity leave in May 2025. We thank Eira for her significant impact on our strategic
direction.

Catherine Miller, Project Assistant, welcomed her baby earlier this year and has chosen not to return. We
are grateful for her valuable contributions and wish her well in her next chapter.
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Reflections and Learning

While 2024-25 was undoubtably a year of strong progress, the team remain committed to learning from
any areas where challenges emerged.

As a small, highly skilled team working in a growing area of demand, we operate at capacity, which
makes it essential to continually review how we prioritise, resource, and deliver our work to sustain both
quality and impact.

The success and increasing reputation of PolicyWISE has seen a dramatic increase in requests for
PolicyWISE led content and sessions. We are approached, and commissioned, to deliver online and
in-person sessions supporting organisations to think comparatively, deepen their understanding of
UK and Irish policy and political structures, and identify cross-nation policy learning and co-operation
opportunities.

Clients include the Learning & Work Institute, Nesta, the Fulbright Commission, UK Government Cabinet
Office, and senior Police leaders (as well as our established relationships across governments and
parliaments, and the research community).

This year, it became clear that the team’s ability to match growing demand and ambition was being
outpaced by the scale of opportunities ahead - signalling the need to expand our delivery capability.
With additional resourcing, the team feel we have the expertise to quickly and significantly scale up
public engagement work and gain even greater impact from products such as the Wise in 5 briefings
and research reports through additional events and engagement. We are confident that such
amplification could lead to additional funding which we can then use to expand programmes such as
our cross-nation policy clusters.

The recognition (and funding) from the ESRC demonstrates the unique value and expertise of PolicyWISE
in creating and connecting policy and research across the nations. However, the external funding
environment remains highly competitive, as indicated by the failure at the final stage of the comparative
citizenship education proposal to the Nuffield Foundation, despite the positive feedback.

While PolicyWISE is proud to work in partnership with several institutional partners including Cardiff
University, The University of Edinburgh, University College London and Queen’s University - particularly
through our clusters, the successful ESRC hub bid, and roundtable programme, most engagement

to date has been reactive rather than proactive. We have sought to be positive in expanding our
relationships, rather than be potentially constrained by our four lead partners. A priority for next year, and
beyond, will be to ensure existing relationships support our priorities, and that new relationships directly
align with the strategic goals of PolicyWISE.

As such we have already identified key project partners in both Scotland and Ireland from the public
policy community who share our agility and commitment to inform policymaking. These would benefit
from our comparative and cross-nation expertise, whilst we will get added value from their contacts and
knowledge in their respective nations. In all our work, we remain committed to being fully cross-nation
and comparative.
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The Year Ahead

As PolicyWISE enters its final year of this grant, the focus is firmly on sustainability, strategic growth, and
influence.

The priorities below reflect the aims and activities of PolicyWISE for the year ahead and how this work will
benefit the communities in which we work.

« Grow commissioned training and consultancy, responding to unmet demand across public, private
and academic sectors — building skills and confidence amongst those shaping policy.

« Advance development of policy clusters on cross-nation themes — creating trusted, comparative
spaces for decision-makers to collaborate and tackle shared problems.

« Seek to expand delivery capacity, allowing the team to say ‘yes’ to high-impact opportunities that in
2024-25 they have had to decline, due to resourcing constraints.

+ Increase research capability to meet strategic demand and enhance policy-facing outputs —
ensuring that evidence reaches the right hands at the right time, while also expanding the PolicyWISE
programme of webinars and events to share insights more widely and create accessible spaces for
discussion and learning.

« Develop a dedicated comparative data analysis and visualisation function, responding to a clear
gap in policy infrastructure identified through our roundtable series, IGR research, and regular civil
service engagement. This specialist function would enable PolicyWISE to produce accessible, visual
comparative insights that no other UK think-tank currently delivers, addressing a widely recognised
unmet need in policymaking.

Strengthening Influence and Impact

The goal of PolicyWISE is not just to share knowledge - but to influence change. By deepening our reach
and presence, we dre ensuring that the tools of better policymaking are more accessible, inclusive, and
usable. Across the next year PolicyWISE will:

« Shape multi-level governance debates, including through continued thought leadership on
intergovernmental relations and preparedness for the 2026 elections and beyond.

« Deliver a new ‘Scotland and Wales’ webinar series, supporting learning and policymaking across all
administrations.

« Contribute to The Open University’s refreshed politics curriculum, embedding comparative insight and
real-world policy content to the updated Understanding Politics: Ideas and Institutions in the Modern
World module.

+  Partner on the World Values Survey UK project (2025-26), led by King's College London - influencing
topic design, comparative data analysis, and policymaker engagement across the four nations.
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Academic and Professional Recognition

The growing recognition of PolicyWISE reflects not just the quality of the team’s work, but the difference it
is making in how research, evidence, and policy intersect. Examples of what we have planned for the year
ahead include:

+ Hosting a PhD placement as part of the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Doctoral
Training Partnership, supporting early-career researcher development.

« Conferences: Presenting our work on intergovernmental relations and cross-nation policy learning at:
« UK Association for Public Administration (UKAPA), Belfast
« Nesta’s PolicyLIVE in London — a flagship event in the UK policy calendar

Publications
Articles already accepted for autumn 2025:

+ The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs and Policy Studies — on UK intergovernmental
relations and lessons from international federal systems.

«  Agenda (Institute of Welsh Affairs) — on cross-administration relationships and the state of policy
cooperation across the UK.

Sustainability

The PolicyWISE team remains committed to securing both internal and external funding to support
specific projects and to ensure organisational sustainability, while continuing to value Dangoor Education
as our core and principal supporter.

In the year ahead, we will focus on strengthening the PolicyWISE research pipeline, fostering deeper
partnerships, and leading funded research collaborations. We will also actively pursue opportunities

to expand commissioned work and to contribute to public policy debates across the UK and Ireland,
responding to growing demand and further advancing the mission of WISE. Building on our strong track
record of securing research and training income to date, we are confident in our ability to continue
expanding PolicyWISE's reach and impact.


https://www.commonwealthroundtable.co.uk
https://www.iwa.wales/the-welsh-agenda/
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Conclusion

In 2024-25, PolicyWISE has delivered more influence, reach, and impact than ever - connecting research
and policy across all nations of the UK and Ireland. From securing major research bids and delivering
high-profile briefings, to training hundreds of policymakers and researchers, we have equipped people
with the skills, insights, and relationships they need to navigate complex governance.

Our distinctive cross-nation approach is now recognised across the nations, shaping Cabinet Office
thinking, informing parliamentary work, and supporting the next generation of research leaders. Demand
for our expertise is rising fast, and our Wise in 5 series, policy clusters, and strategic partnerships are
proving both influential and sustainable.

The year ahead will be about scale and focus: growing commissioned work, expanding our cluster
programme, developing new comparative data tools, and ensuring our partnerships directly advance
our mission. With strong foundations and trusted relationships in place, PolicyWISE is ready to build a
lasting legacy — a more connected, informed, and collaborative policy landscape across the UK and
Ireland.

We want to take this opportunity to warmly thank Dangoor Education for their invaluable support of
PolicyWISE, which has helped us achieve — and clearly demonstrate — the significant impact our initiative
is now making.



u | PolicyWISE CARDIFE
Tha O PRIFYSGOL
Univaraiy

Cross Nation Active Travel Report
Dr Catherine Purcell, Dr Lisa Hurt, Dr Shruti Agarwal
August 2025

PolicyWISE

Wise in 5: Voting Age

Wiss in § ls o snopahot comporative guids o o publc policy insus acoss
the natian of the UK and lneland. 1t haips you be FoloyWish (Walss

Ineona. Scoona. Engiane) in S (it tokes jus Nve minutes 1o reod).

This briefing wos published in Apdl 2025 R includes o surnmany of the latest
[y Aanioprrants Beres tha AAESAR % wod o ke resaaech e
PolicyWISL The Upen Universiry ond PORCYWISES UNVersity partrer.
Policy'WiS{ creates neutrad and constructie spaces for polcy

[reingsinnnis and nemaarni s aeman fa ratians i dekep relnharehops
TESPECT ONO ENDWISOQE. We BUPDOrT QNG MRS O COMIMN CLiTure

of dewsloping ond sharing insight. knowiedge, ideas and contest from
Derowe tha Raficns in 1 £ amporcstue ond - allaboeth woey

Take Five to Age Well

Policy Brief

v sos o rorm dge
Bl Bt | 2 Coan Py Mg ot Turtte  1ouced o Toskey e Erragarsard

Wise in 5: Language Learning in
Schools ghage "9

Wiss in & 13 0 snopahot comparative guide to o public policy Haue otroR
i ATt of Hha LI Ot Insdnnat. IF Tiget you B PodeyWesF (Wil
PN, SCOTKIC, Enghanad] in S (it ks fst Nve Minuoes 1o necd).

This briafing wos published in Octobes 2004, it ineludos & summary of the
A0S ity VSNSRI ASINES T ARNARE E Al 18 1HREAT WL
From PollcyWisE, Thw Cpen University ond FofcyWISE s university pariners.
FolicyWESE creates neviral ond constructive apaces for policy
perdasainnals o aeoiemies ocane tha naotinrs 1o ceuseiog reioticnahin
FERpRCt ond knowieddy. Wi SUDpOTE oI nurte O Cormmon culiue

of developing and sharing Inaight, know , kdears and context irom
aendd tha natons in o comgantive and callabwsalive wory.

Experiences of Pain in Sexual &
Reproductive Health Procedures

Policy Brief

Corma Purcal
Mari Graenfisid

q | PolicyWISE

g ‘ PolicyWISE
b=y

Wise in 5: Housing First

Wise in § s 0 snapshot comparotive guide 1o o pubic polcy s ocoss
the nations of the UK and elord, It heips you be Policoy WISE (Wales,
botand, Sootland, England) in B (1 takes just five minutes o read).

This Deiefing wars pubisned Apel 2075, 1T NCILges 0 SUMMAary of e iooest
i ey OCruse e (athonia, G3 well oy reluted reseaih from
PoboyWISE, The Opan University and PolicyWitE's university partrens

POBCYWISE £ reaied neutial anad corttiictive spaces 1or policy
prolvssicrats Grad odernics eLess U rations te develop rokstionshdos,
respoct and kncwledpo. Wo suppart and nurture 8 COMmSn cuuNe

of cleveinping Ana Sharing Qg Enoeiadds, iceds and context from
DCIOEE 1 NATIONS in O COMPATTLve and COBGDONTTY Wy,

A Fair and Equitable

Transition?
Tenants’ experiences
of decarbonising social housing

May 2025

TN:OP«'!U’IWI'
\‘D-fl’!llﬂhu::r
[~ g

o JE—

The OpenUniversity
Bpan Socistal Challangos

Wise in 5: National Commissioners

Wise in 5 i 0 snapshot companmiive guide ko a public policy sus ocross
Ut rvcatiors ol e UK ord ik, 11 P you Lee PolicyWise (Wakes,
weland, Seotlard, Dngland] in § (1t takes |ust five minutes 1o read)

Thie hriafing wos upeintad in Ortanae 2004 1 inchudes o summany of tha
SRS PORCY DOVENCEHTWNIS OCTOSS (M NCEIONS, OF Well OF ated eseancn
fromn FolkcyWISE, The Open University ond PolicyWISE's unhwraty portners
el WISE &roeitivg 1611 (] Foatti i dfse bt ot fudey
ProfELionGls and orodemics 0CT08S I NAKONS 10 Cavelop MIOTIONENPS
respect and knowmiedge. We SUPROI Ond NUNure 0 ConWNon Clltung

of devaloping and sharing ineight. knowledge, ldeon and contest from
BErGEE hi RETGAL IR 0 COMPANITA AR SAKIBAFTIVE WY

g ‘ PolicyWIsE

Trw pen
ey

Wise in 5: Teenage vaping

Wise in § iz 0 snopshot compaorotive quide 1o 0 public policy ISsue OCToss
tha nations af the UK and ireiand. it helps you ba PeleyWiE (Wales,
Iesdanet, Seatiand Fngland] in § (it inkes just flue mindtes to recd)

This Driefing was Up<Ted in OCtober 2034, 1t INCLORS O SUmMany of e
bate i poloy developmants ocoss the notkons, ob wall as related resanch
Hrarn Poley WIE. The Open Lindssesity aned PolleyWISE's usniverslly pornaes

FolCyWISE Creutes neutiol and constructive spoces for policy
profesalonals and acodemica across the nations 1 develep relationahips,
respect ond knowledge We support and nurtise o common cultise

af developing Ond SNOTNG INSIGNL ENCWISAQN, IS and Context Hom
Be1841 tha ratens in o s o el EebBBosathn way




‘ PolicyWISE >
Bennett institute 5
for Public Policy U ‘ PolicyWISE

Camnbiricige

et

A More Collaborative Way of Governing?
Why the UK's Council of the Nations and Regions Matters

Executive Summary Report
| Rl Wik, Michosl Kenny and Dawi Knight

Wise in 5: Period Poverty
Wine in 5 is 0 snapshot companabive guide to g public palicy issue acros

e NONUONS Of BN UK BN INeiond. It Neips you De PORCYWYSE (Walel,
Ireland, Seetlard, Inglond) in S (1 tokes st five minutes o read).

That belafing wos published September 1025 N inchudes o surmmary of the
IR DOSCY CEVvHODITENES DCTOSS (MM NONONS, OF Wl 0% rected research
froem FolicyWSE, The Open University and Policy WiSEs university partrers.

FoboyWISE creatos Reutral and conetrctive spaces for policy
PrOfE3SIONO 0Na OCO0SMCS DCFOSS TN IODOMNS 10 OSVEOp M iONSMDs.
Peapect O knowhedge, We Support Gnd nurtues O COrmmon cullu

ol dimwloping ond tharing lntight. knewiedge, deas and contont rom
OCPOES 1@ NGLGNS IN O COMPOITIVE GNnd cORODOtve way

PolicyWISE

Wise in 5: Geodiversity and
Geodiversity Charters

Wiss [n B e & enapehot companative guide 18 8 pullis paliey eus oerss
N nations of 1e UK Gnd Meland. & Neips you be Folicywist (woles
Iephoned, Scotiand, [ngland) in & (It takes just fve minutes io read)

This briafing wos published Octobar 304 1t Includes o summary of the
MRRET POIICY DAVINODMANES ACIOSE INa ROTIGNE, 0F Wikl OF NHOeA resaaren
o PollcyWist, The Open University and Policy'WisTs unbversity partrars.

PolicyWIEE creates neutrol and conetructive epoces for policy
punlatennnia and aradamics o o e nalons o desekan minfonbips
Pespect ond knowledge. We au-ppnm QN TIAE® O COMWoN Cultne

ol ping and [ dge, ideas ond contest from
Ber08s 1he RatBNE in o comparative ond CORIBOMIS Way

e 0] PolicyWISE

e e
L

Wise in 5: Al Literacy

Wik i 5 Iy 0 snupshot companstive guide 1o u publc policy Bsue ocrss
the reations of the UK and insland. it heips you be Policy WSt (wales,
woland, Scoliand, England) in 5 (1 kakes just five mincites to read).

This briefing wos published In August 2039, it Includes o summarny of the
latest poficy developments ocross the notions, as well as reiated reseaich
Ireem PulicyWISE, Tha Open Unksraity and Poliey WiST's university partrars

POy WISE Crenies Neutrol and Cconsiructive spoces for polcy
professionals and ocodemics oorces the nations o develop rlationships,
rerpect and knowlsdge We support ond Aurture O CoMMan cultine

4 SEVEIORING TN SNEFING INIONT, ENGWHBCE. IS [na CONE 1M
ik (P NS i 9 G Gy e GOl v Wy,

Wise in 5: Language Education for
Refugees and Migrants in the UK
and Ireland

i#nise in 5 I8 0 SNOPShOL COMpONTtve guide 100 Pubic PoRCY ISSUe OCToss
e nathons of the UK and resland. it balps you be PolloyWise (Wales,
Ireland, Scotiand, Englon. it bovkoes: just Fve minutes 1o read)

This Driefing wos published Morch 20235, 1t ncludes 0 summary of ihe lowst
developments across the nations, as well as relcted research from
PolicyWISE, Tha fian Linkmesity ar BoeyWISE's Linharity porneds

FoilcYWISE creotes neutrol and constructive spoces for policy
professionals and ocodemics across the notions o develop relationahips,
Tapact an Inouwlsis W EUPRAF (AT NITEHS & CAMTN &

of shaing Insgne, IO ONId COMBNE from
Bernas the notions In a cemparativa and colberative way,

Cross-nation
Policy Learning and

Research Series:
England Roundtable Full Report

g ‘ PolicyWISE
Toes S

==

Wise in 5: Voting Age

Wise in & i 0 snopehet comparative guide tn o public policy issus acroes
he fations of e LK Gne eiana. It eips you be FORcyWIs! (Wol

Inghand, Scotiand, England] in § (it tokes just five minates to read)

Thiz briefing wos published in Apel 2025 it includes @ summary of tha lotest
POiiCy BESInpMANtE ACFnEE e ROBons, a8 wall 0% reintead mesoerh inm
Py WISE Ther Opren Universily o Poicy WisE s university portners
FoboyWISE creates neutol ond comtructive spoces for policy

prolessionals and acodemics Ao the nations io develop rEosonahip
et ol kgwhedge. We suppon and nuriurne o comimon oo

of devoloping and sharing inaight. knowledge, ideas and cantest from
OACINES FRe NAMOG N 0 COMAONOS N CaleEn sy

T

g ‘ PolicyWISE

ik~

Wise in 5: Tourist tax

Wise in 8 5 0 snopshot cormparative guids o0 public policy Fsus ocross
the nations of the UK and ireland. it helps you ba PolcyWist (Wales,
Insirind, Sevdionet, Arglenct) in 5 (i hakme jusd fon minsiteg b feod)

Thea briwting mus upcutod in Decemiber 2024 & includes o summary of e
intset polley developmants acreet the natone, ot weoll ot related retsarch
Ireners sl WISE, Ths Dl Lin ety sl Doy WISE s uriumes By st rase
PulicyWISE Craotes (mutral ared consirutive spoces Ton polcy
protessionals and atademics acroce the rotione to dewslop relationehipe
TRSpCt O ENowindgn. WD SLIPYIT O FAZELIR 1 CAMANGN CLtum

ol wherkoping urd shering insight, knowledge, kivos ond contest from
BEFDIS The Rations in o comparative and selabarathe ey,

Cross-nation Policy
Learning and
Research Series:
Northern Ireland
Roundtable Full Report




policywise.org.uk

PolicyWISE | LinkedIn

The Open University is incorporated by
Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt
charity in England & Wales, and a charity
registered in Scotland (SC 038302).

The Open University is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority in relation to its secondary
activity of credit broking.

Copyright © 2025
The Open University.


http://policywise.org.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/policywise5/

	Foreword
	PolicyWISE Achievements 2024-2025
	Key Milestones and Activities
	The year in numbers 
	Strategic Projects and Partnerships
	Cross-Nation Policy Clusters
	Training and Capacity Building
	Events and Public Engagement
	Cross Nation Roundtable
Series
	Keynotes and Webinars
	Conferences and Strategic Engagements 
	Staffing Updates
	Reflections and Learning 
	The Year Ahead 
	Sustainability
	Conclusion
	Publications

